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Learning to draw step-by-step – how come? Well actually, we’re all fascinated by the originality of kids’ 
drawings.

The greatest modernist painters, like Joan Miro, Jean Dubuffet, Paul Klee, and Pablo Picasso were so 
enthusiastic about children’s uninhibited forms of expression that they employed scribbles and a 
child’s color palette in their works. No one pursued the idea of the “natural innocence of the eye” with 
such fervor as Pablo Picasso. An oft-quoted statement of his is: “Every child is an artist.” So where does 
‘guided drawing’ come in?

Give most kids some colored pens and they get going right away with gusto. There are some kids, 
however, that either have the notion that they can’t draw or are worried about embarrassing 
themselves. Others don’t know how to begin. The fear of the blank page is a well-known phenomenon 
that affects not only children but also many adults – illustrators, artists, writers, and other such creative 
professionals. It’s always a challenge to create something from nothing!

For kids that need an immediate self-confidence boost, guided drawing is one way to encourage them 
to draw. With the step-by-step drawing method they follow the examples and can see what they’re 
supposed to draw. Once they’ve been guided though a couple of drawings they can then begin to 
sketch out and paint their own ideas and observations.

Drawing is a skill that has to be learned and practiced – either through observation or with the  
step-by-step method.

Micha Labbé
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