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Folding Pictures
HOW TO DO IT

When you make folded cut-outs it’s always astonishing how expressive graphic effects can be 
achieved with very simple means. Cutting and folding out the shapes gives you an amazing pictorial 
result  - the folded forms become symmetrical mirror-images. Folding pictures are brought to life 
through contrast, that is from the interaction between the black and white surface areas or between 
the dark and light shapes – between positive and negative. The main rule for folding cut-outs is: 
Nothing may be taken away and nothing added.

White and black card are best suited for first attempts. Once you have some experience, you can 
also work with colored card or paper. Simple picture shapes have a fantastic effect when you put 
them together to make larger, complex pictures. Folding pictures are particularly suitable for group 
work.

Choose a folding-picture template and print it 
out on white paper.

Carefully cut out the template following the 
lines. Don’t throw anything away!

Place the cut-out outer part on the right-hand 
half of a black or colored sheet of card and fold 
the patterned shape over to the left.

Put glue on the shapes and stick them on.
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Folding pictures are great for group work, since they look especially impressive when you display them 
all together.

Suggestions for Group Projects

The contrasting folding pictures also look great on colored paper or card.
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